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Veterans Day 2005. Members of Gateway PVA gathered in downtown St. Louis for the annual Veterans
Day Parade. Members in picture from left to right: Roy Gantt (with US flag), Lonnie Crider, Stan Brown,
Bob Huskey, James Williams, Don McCoy, Ruth Kult, Gerald Brown, Bobby Jackson. Members of Gate-
way Tech Air Force Junior ROTC were once again on hand to assist and push members from beginning to
end of the parade. Thank you Gateway Tech JROTC!

UPCOMING EVENTS: l nside this I ssueé¢@

Meat Shoot at High Ridge Elks Lodge on Sun- From the Editor D Durrwachter p2
day January 8 at noon. Located at High Ridge President 6s BtanBoowrt p3
Blvd and Hunning Road in High Ridge Mis- Attaboy Ruth Kult p4
souri. See ad inside for additional information..
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. _ Hospital Liaison's Report Matt Wilcox 5
Chili Cook-off and Bowling Tournament to be Whepel Chairs in the I\F/)Iedia Stan Brown EG

held at JBVAMC Thursday January 19. For Pictures 07,8
more details see the §ir’?h8a5/st s Directoros Repg'zort

on page 5. Calendar pl3
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Gateway Chapter From the Editor
Paralyzed Veterans of America When you received this copy of the Gateway Ga-
zette you probably noticed
GPVA Officers the newsletter As part of our cost cutting efforts we
President Stanley Brown have gone to a black and white format to save signifi-
Vice President Matthew Wilcox cant monthly expenses associated with the color copier
Treasurer Dennis Durrwachter we had leasedWe believe that money will be better
Secretary Donald McCoy spent on more direct member benefits rather than on a
National Director Gerald Brown Aprett i er Thiswas first suggested to Us by
our National Liaison Vice President Greg Joyce during
Board of Directors his visit to our chapter. There are many chapters that
Joe Avellone Gerald Brown  Denis Canoy have black and white newsletters, so we are not
Rose Ganz Robert Huskey Bobby Jackson alone. Also, we are transitioning to the more popular
Ruth Kult Robert Larkin Bill Vickers MicroSoft publisher to produce the newsletter. | believe
James Williams it is the content of the newsletter that is important,
which leads me to a second poifitiis is your newslet-
St. Louis Service Office ter and for the most part only board members are writing
400 South 18th Street, Room 109 articles. | believe that many of you have something to
(314) 5529887 (800) 7983614 offer whether it be sporting events that you participate
FAX (314) 4213709 in, hobbies, work or any other activities of inter-
Fred Bradley Senior Benefits Advocate est. Have you figured out something related to mobility
Rodney Harris NSO Candidate that might help some of the rest of us? If you are a par-
Cathy Steele Secretary ticipant in the Winter Sports Clinic or the Summer
Wheelchair games, published articles can earn you
Kansas City Service Office sports points for a share of our funds we have dedicated
(800) 7953612 to sports.Yes, even though we are going through finan-
(816) 8614700 extension 6032/33 cial hard times, we still have a sports budd&s. send
Bonnie Hilburn Senior National Service Officer] something in for inclusion in the newslettét/e could
Suzanne Renken Secretary use some new talent! You can mail it to me at the
Chapter (address at bottom of page) or send it to me via
GPVA Staff email at ddurrwachter@gatewaypva.org. If there are
Susan Gokenbach  Executive Director/Cdeditor any suggestions that you might have to make this a bet-
Dennis Durrwachter Editor ter newsletter, please let us know.
Telemarketing Department
Steve Muench Night Manager (oReRoXoRoXoXoNoNoXoRoNoKoRoNoXoXoRoXoXoNoXoID)
Lisa Andrus Day Room Supervisor
Wanted:
Delivery Driver
Ken Zuellig To share apartment space and rent with another person
with SCI, and a small amount of caregiver services. | am
Has your address changed? Please inform us by @ 55 year old male veteran, diagnosed with T12 paraple-
telephoning us or writing to us at the below ad- giain 1992. | am fairly |n'dependent., but would like
dress: someone to assist me with a few things, such as shop-
ping, etc. | am on a modest pension, so am unable to
live on my own. | prefer to avoid the option of living in
Gateway PVA a nursing home. | receive medical services through the
9040 Lackland road VA, and am currently in the hospital there. | expect to
St. Louis, MO. 63114 be discharged pretty soon. If you are interested in an
apartment/renshare situation, or know someone who is,
(314) 4270393 (800) 428058 please call 318945727 and ask to speak with me,
FAX (314) 4274183 Robert Boos.
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President 6s Report
By Stan Brown

On November 8th our Board of Directors approved a significant change in our organiz
meet our financial crisis. In previous newsletters I've spoken of our difficulties and the pos
reduction of services. In the past our organization and our numerous activities for paralyz ~
erans have been significantly funded by odnduse telemarketing operation where we sell
household and office supplies to individuals and businesses. These telemarketing revenues have dramatically
dropped as reflected in our audited statement of activities for fiscal years 2002, 2003 and 2004. Fiscal year revenue
minus expenses was a positive $171,784 in 2002, droppedbt9z008 in 2003, and further dropped t$4801,419
in 2004. Our fiscal year 2005 statements are currently being audited; our internal books indicate our end of fiscal
year operating loss will bé&112,313.

We have been running at a deficit monthly and have about exhausted our savings to continue to provide pro-
grams, hoping donations and telemarketing revenues would increase. As stated in the October 15th St. Louis Post
Dispatch article, | said that unless we dramatically increase revenue we would no longer be able to provide all ser-
vices. That crisis point came in November. The budget constraints forced us to eliminate three of our remaining fou
paid staff positions; in September we eliminated the Government Relations position. On November 8th we elimi-
nated the Transportation Director, Administrative Assistant, and Development Director positions. Our transportation
program, taking outpatients to activities and some board members to visit hospitalized patients, stopped pending re-
cruiting volunteers. We are seeking help from veteil
teer drivers to our insurance policy. In addition to transportation needs, administrative office help is desperately
needed. The one paid staff position remaining is our Executive Director whose salary is 50% reimbursed from our
national organization; in addition to now covering all office administrative duties, she is overseeing telemarketing.

The newspaper article quoted my belief as to the causes of decreased telemarketing revenue to include unfair
competition from a terminated employee working for what has become a "competitor" charity and Missouri's expand-
ing no-call list. As an organization we are trying to move forward in seeking new funding sources as well as ideas fol
fundraising activities. We are continuing to evaluate our telemarketing business. Our building is now up for sale or
perhaps partial lease. There is good news to this message. With our reorganization we will finally be operating in th
"black" starting December and continuing to build with a surplus each month. We will continue to furnish holiday
meals and quarterly luncheons to all inpatients at Jefferson Barracks. Our special fundraising activities for the whee
chair games and other recreation activities will begin again in the new year. And, | believe most importantly, our
board members remain actively involved in ensuring member health care needs are being met.

We are one of 24 area "Honor Roll Charities" as designated by the Better Business Bureau. As reported on our
last audit, 66% of what we raised actually went to programs. We do good work and account for all the funds we re-
ceive. Any assistance you might render, ideas you might have, or volunteer services you or someone you know cou
offer, would be welcomed. Please help us by getting involved in some way. In today's difficult climate for charities
we will emerge stronger, enabling members to realize our vision of "living life to the fullest."
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Richard Callahan O'Fallon MO 10/19/2005
Gregory Felton St. Louis, MO 10/26/2005
Leonard E Walker Fredericktown, MO  11/16/2005
Harold E McKinnon Glencoe, MO 11/24/2005
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