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VA LIFE INSURANCE DIVIDENDS

More than a million veterans are in line to share $36
million in annual insurance dividends during 2007, ac-
cording to the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). V
operates one of the nation's largest life insurance pro-
grams, providing more than $1 trillion in coverage to 4
million service members, spouses and children. The d
dend payments will be sent to an estimated 1.2 million
holders of VA insurance policies on the anniversary d3
of their policies. Sent automatically through different
payment plans, the amounts will vary based on the ag
the veteran, the type of insurance, and the length of tir

World War Il veterans holding National Service Life In-

D surance ("V") policies comprise the largest group receiv-
ing 2007 insurance dividend payments. They are expected

' to receive total payments of $286.3 million. An additional
group of World War Il era veterans, those who have Veter-

'ans Reopened Insurance ("J", "JR" and "JS") policies, will

iin total receive dividends of $10.1 million. Korean War
era veterans who have maintained Veterans Special Life

1 Insurance ("RS" and "W") policies can expect to receive
dividends totaling $71.6 million. Dividends totaling

E $1million will be paid to veterans who served between

' World War | and 1940 and who hold U.S. Government

the policy has been in force. The dividends come fronp Life Insurance ("K") policies. Veterans who have ques-

the earnings of a trust fund into which veterans have p
insurance premiums over the years, and are linked to
turns on investments in U.S. government securities. \
erans eligible for the dividends have had VA life insur-
ance policies in effect since they left the military and

 tions about their policies may contact the VA insurance

[ toll-free number at-B00-669-8477 or send anmail to

¢ VAinsurance@va.gov. They may also visit the Internet at
www.insurance.va.gov.

have received annual notifications from VA about the
policies. Dividends are paid each year to veterans hol
ing certain government life insurance policies and who
served between 1917 and 1956.
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Gateway Chapter For Veterans with ALS
Paralyzed Veterans of America National Registry of Veterans with Amyotrophic Lat-
http://www.gatewaypva.org eral Sclerosis (ALS) The Department of Veterans Af-
_ fairs (VA) is developing a nationwide registry of veter-
GPVA Officers ans who have ALS, or Lou Ge
President Stanley Brown of this registry is to collect important information for
Vice President Matthew Wilcox studies on the causes of ALS in veterans. In addition,
Treasurer Dennis Durrwachter the registry will provide a way for the VA to inform vet-
Secretary - Donald McCoy erans with ALS about clinical trials and other studies for
National Director Stanley Brown which they may be eligible.
_ All veterans who have been diagnosed with ALS, or
Board of Directors their friends or family members, are encouraged call 1
Jamey Bollinger Douglas Conklin Rose Ganz 877-DIAL -ALS (1-877-342-5257) or email:
Robert Huskey Bobby Jackson Ruth Kult ALS@med.va.govor more information. Additional
Robert Larkin  Mike Norris James Williams information about the registry can also be found at the

following website:
http://www.va.gov/durham/alsreqistry.asp

St. Louis Service Office
400 South 18th Street, Room 109

(314) 5529887 (800) 793614 SCI Statistical Trivia
FAX (314) 4213709
Fred Bradley Senior Benefits Advocate Gender
Tony Timmons NSO Candidate 82 percent male
Cathy Steele Secretary 18 percent female
Kansas City Service Office Age _ o
(800) 7953612 (816) 862700 extension 6032/33 Highest per capita rate of injury occurs between ages 16
Bonnie Hilburn Senior National Service Officer| -30-
Average age at injury: 33.4
GPVA Staff Median age at injury: 26
Susan Gokenbach  Executive Director Most frequent age at injury: 19
Beth Caster Administrative Assistant ) ] o
Dennis Durrwachter Editor Leading causes of spinal cord injury

Motor vehicle accidents are the leading cause of spinal
cord injury: 44 percent

Telemarketing Departmen :
elemarketing Department Acts of violence: 24 percent

Steve Muench Night Manager Falls: 22 t
Becky Neff Day Manager Sa e 8percen 2/3rds from divi
pecky el Delivery Driver ports: 8 percent (2/3rds from diving)

Other: 2 percent
Falls overtake motor vehicles as leading cause after age
45.

Has your address changed? Please informus b
email to: sgokenbach@gatewaypva.org, or writ-| The material contained herein expresses the opinions of

ing or calling using the below information : the writer and not necessarily the opinions of the editor
or the Gateway Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-

Gateway PVA ica. All material in theGazettemay be reprinted unless
specifically prohibited. Readers are encouraged to sub-

9738 Lgckland road mit their articles or rebuttals to:

St. Louis, MO. 63114 ddurrwachter@gatewaypva.org or in the US mail at ad-

(314) 4270393 (800) 428058 dress shown to the left and mark with attention to the

FAX (314) 4274183 editor.
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President 6s Report
By Stan Brown

As | write this article at the close of 2006 | can't help but smile on the progress we've |
as a chapter this year. We have expanded our programs beyond where we were when
our budget cuts after reorganizing in November 2005. We are actually looking to expar]
transportation program to Tuesdays if anyone is looking for a ride to Jefferson Barracks:
day. We also still have vacancies for providing rides on Tuesday evenings in January g ==
ruary for ski lessons at the Hidden Valley ski resort near Eureka Missouri. Please contact us
either program interests you. And while you're thinking about contacting the chapter, think about being a volunteer o
getting some volunteers for us (Gateway) to host this summer's PVA Annual Convention Auguguif18, 2007
in downtown St. Louis at the convention center. Not as large as the 2004 wheelchair games participation, but we wil
be expecting around 150 guests to include the Presidents and National Directors of the 34 national chapters. In Dec
ber our chapter's National Director Gerald Brown tendered his resignation which was accepted by our Board of Dired
tors. | was voted to fill the unexpired term which ends in September 2008. A few other chapters have the same indi-
vidual serving as both President and National Director. Because of several of our local issues and the national conv
tion now scheduled for St. Louis this coming summer, it's appropriate to accept the additional responsibility at this tin
but not something | would do on a permanent basis while serving as President. In the future | will write a separate N
tional Director's report.

The board participated in a thraeur strategic planning session at its December 12 meeting. During our strength,
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats (SWOT) analysis, the lack of participation by most of our membership again
serviced. How do we get you involved? | would welcome your suggestions. Two other large issues came forward
from our planning session: 1) How do we get improved medical care for our members? 2) Do we continue to lease ¢
property after the thregear lease contract or do we buy something?

Our national organization completed a thdag site visit of the Jefferson Barracks facility and the Columbia VAMC
the first week of December. The chapter listed our concerns as uneven care on the evening shift in building 52, the
depletion of building 52 nursing staff by "pulling” nursing staff to other buildings, and continued unacceptable care of
the spinal cord patients at John Cochran hospital to include #tadled "ambassador area" where patients may wait
unattended for hours awaiting transportation. In my October message to you | mentioned | had to file a formal Free-
dom of Information Act request to receive the Survey of Health Expectancies of Patients (SHEP) satisfaction survey
commissioned by the VA for the first and second quarters of the fiscal year (Octobe&x20@D06) for our VISIN
(Veterans Integrated Service Network) 15. | finally received a great deal of paperwork, took the time to sift and diges
it all, and found what | consider to be some startling and disheartening, but sadly not surprising news. Within this ne
work (VISIN 15) we have the following VA Medical Centers: Wichita (KS), Columbia (MO), Kansas City, Marion
(IL), Poplar Bluff (MO), Topeka (KS), and St. Louis (John Cochran Hospital). In the category of "All Bed Sections,"
the St. Louis VAMC clearly had the worst scores, receiving "worse than the national average" marks in eight of the
nine categories that were rated for patient satisfaction. Likewise in the "Medicine" and "Surgery" sections the St. Loy
VAMC (John Cochran Hospital) had the worst marks of any VISIN 15 hospital and again rated "worse than the na-
tional average" this time in nine of the ten categories surveyed. There was a "SCI" section but not a sufficient numbe
of responses for survey purposes. About three years ago our board conducted our own "unscientific" survey of our S
members' experiences with John Cochran and the results were quite shocking. A "charter commission" had been
formed with our participation and | do believe they tried to improve conditions for our members. If there was space
available, SCI patients were supposed to be assigned to Seven North. Nurses from that area weret@ainedross
the care of SCI patients. We are hearing that system may again be breaking down. What is a clear message from o
members is that assignment to another floor or receiving services in another area of the hospital is a huge problem a
is the loud message from the VA sponsored SHEP survey we finally received. Speaking for the board and as Presid
| can tell you we will continue to pursue this most important issue.

On December 21 we hosted a holiday luncheon at the SCI center for inpatients, outpatients, families, and staff. De
cember 28 will be our catered steak dinner for inpatients. | would encourage you at this time of the year to especially
think of and pray if you feel so inclined, for all of our military personnel in harms way today. Best wishes to you and
your families during this holiday season.

Stan
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Sports Directors Report
By Bobby Jackson

By the time you read this you probably enjoyed a good Christmas dinner and are lookil
ward to the new year. There are a lot of opportunities to get out and participate in chapter
chapter events.

On Mondays in January starting on tffeaid running through February®4there is the Gate-
way Disabled Ski Program at Hidden Valley Eureka Missouri. Times are 6:0@0 pm and
the total cost for all of this is $50. For more information contact Becky Ballard.

The High Ridge Elks are having a meat shoot to raise money for the wheelchair games on J4steryntdat noon.
See advertisement in this newsletter for more information.

This years chili cook off is on January"1# Jefferson Barracks, contact Amy Will for more information.
The Jefferson Barracks annual Trivia Night is on Februafyir2the JB gym.

The 11" Annual PVA Trap Shoot Circuit has started there are still 7 events left. The next one is in Tampa FL on
March 22i 24"

The 2007 Bass Tour dates are set. The 1st event is in Georgia on March@l6 The 2nd event is in Texas on
Ap(rjil 13™7 15". The 3rd is in Mt Vernon lllinois on May 1820". The &"is in Mannford Oklahoma on Sept.21
23°.

The 27" NVWG - Jun. 18' 1 23%in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The registration packets will be sent out the 1st week of
January. If you do not receive yours contact Amy Will.

In January the sports points will be posted on the first floor bulletin board by the elevator along with a calendar of
sports points events. If you need more information contact me at (636J631

12950 Koch Lane
Breese, IL 62230

(40 miles east of St. Louis)

877-526-4131

www.southernbusandmobility.com

Sales & Service

Mobility Equipment Lowered Floor Minivans

x  Wheelchair/Scooter Lifts x Entervani side entry

x Companion Seats x Vision i rear entry

x Hand Controls

x  Transfer Seats Full-size Vans with

x  Wheelchair Restraint Wheelchair Lifts
Systems

QAP Certified
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