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Gateway PVA President Stan Brown sitting at the top of the ramp that leads to the Soldiers Memorial in dow
St. Louis just before leading a delegation of Gateway PVA members in the annual Veterans Day Parad

ntown
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Soldiers Memorial is now accessible for wheelchair bound visitors!
On Friday November 9, just one day before the annuelithe Directors. President Brown petitioned the city to

Veterans Day Parade in downtown St. Louis, many w|
ers scurried about finishing the final work necessary t
allow use of the new switdback ramp leading to and
providing access for wheelchair bound visitors to the
diers Memorial. Access to the facility for wheelchair
ers had not been possible since Veterans Day 2004 \}
the antiquated elevator/lift system broke down with G
way PVA President Stan Brown on board. The old el
tor system which was continuously exposed to the elg
ments and was prone to breakdowns could no longer

ariake the memorial accessible, but the city was short 0
odf undi ng. Finally after
available and plans were drawn up. City representative

Hulesented the plans for the switchback ramp to the Gate-

svay PVA at a BOD meeting earlier this year. Work fi-
vhally began on the project June 7th. After three years
ateriting, President Brown and other Gateway members
veet at the memori al bef o
folled up the ramp to tour the MemorialMore pictures
lom page 7 and back cover.
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counted on to handle the weight of modern power wh
chairs while traversing up the twenty steps of the Mern
rial. President Brown had to be rescued by the city fif
department after more than an hour of waiting. Presi
Brown brought the problem to the Gateway Board of

rectors and the topic was discussed over the course (
several months. The board was against repairing the
vator/lift system because of the experiences of many
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