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26th Annual Veteranôs Day Parade 

by Dennis Durrwachter 

On November 7th, local members 

of the Gateway Chapter PVA   

participated in the 26th Annual 

Veteranôs Day parade in down-

town St. Louis.  The parade started 

at noon from 14th Street and Olive 

Boulevard and then headed south 

on 14th to Chestnut, then Chestnut 

to Tucker, south on Tucker to 

Market and west on Market to  

Union Station.  Sixteen members 

were on hand along with the   

Gateway Technical High School Air Force ROTC cadets who marched along with us and assisted by pushing 

some of our members and carrying the Chapterôs banner.  Gateway Air Force ROTC has participated with us 

in the parade for many years. As always, our sincerest appreciation goes out to them.  The weather was the 

best it has been in recent memory  (as expected, Bobby Jackson attended in short sleeves) with the tempera-

ture soaring into the low 70ôs, and as a result, the paradeôs attendance soared also.  It is a great and humbling 

experience when there is a big crowd in attendance.  Gateway PVA was first in the parade right after the 

Grand Marshall, so we were the first to finish.  Then, we watched from our customary perch inside the Maggie 

OôBrien restaurant located at Market and 21st Street.  The parade continued on for about another hour with the 

last group of about 500 motorcycles burning the 

carbon off their pistons as they passed.  All in 

all, it was another great parade.   

Come out and join our group next year! 


