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Jefferson City ï Missourians who valiantly served their 

country in the Vietnam War will soon receive recognition 

through a program created through legislation sponsored by 

Rep. Joe Smith, (R-Weldon Spring). The legislation, passed 

on the final day of the legislative session, creates the Viet-

nam War Medallion Program. 

House Bill 978 ensures every veteran who honorably 

served during the Vietnam War is entitled to receive a Viet-

nam War medallion, medal, and a certificate of appreciation 

as long as the veteran is or was a legal resident of Missouri 

when he or she entered or was discharged from military ser-

vice or at the time of his or her death.  Any spouse or eldest 

living survivor of a deceased veteran who is entitled to the 

medallion may receive it on behalf of the deceased veteran. 

ñSo many men and women braved the horrors of war on 

foreign soil and today their contributions are too often over-

looked or forgotten,ò said Rep. Smith. ñWe want our veter-

ans and their families to feel appreciated each and every day 

and not just on holidays such as Veterans Day. The medal-

lions are a lasting token of  our appreciation for all that they 

have done and all they have sacrificed.ò 

Lonnie Crider, a member of the SL Veterans Wheel Chair team going to participate in  the 2006 Wheelchair Games at Anchorage 

Alaska in July with one of the guest clowns at the recent 2006 Local Wheelchair Games on Friday May 11 at JBVAMC. 

From column 1 

The bill also creates the Vietnam War Veterans' Recognition 

Award Fund.  The fund will consist of gifts, donations, and funds 

transferred to the Veterans Commission Capital Improvement 

Trust Fund from any remaining balances in the World War II 

Veterans Recognition Award Fund and the Korean Conflict Vet-

erans Recognition Award Fund. The accumulated funds will be 

used to solicit designs and to manufacture and distribute the me-

dallions. 

The Adjutant General will administer all aspects of the pro-

gram.  Applications for the medallion can be filed with the Office 

of the Adjutant General at any time after January 1, 2007.  Medal-

lions will be awarded until the supply is exhausted. 

Represenative Joe Smith Creates Medallion Program to Honor Vietnam War Veterans 


