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INSIDE... 

ST.  LOUIS  VAMC  PRESENTS  AWARDS  TO  GATEWAY  CHAPTER  

AND  OUR  MEMBERS  &  VOLUNTEERS  
    

On May 2, 2008, the St. Louis VAMC held their Annual Volunteers Awards Banquet at Windows Off Washington to 

honor volunteers for their many hours of service and dedication.   Gateway Chapter received the 2008 Directorôs Award 

for Outstanding Group-Jefferson Barracks.  Many Gateway Chapter members and volunteers were honored for their   

extensive contributions to the St. Louis VAMC at this banquet.   
    

The following individuals received awards: 

William BakerðJefferson Barracks 12 Years and 6941 Hours 

Harold BrakefieldðJefferson Barracks 16 Years and 4198 Hours 

Denis CanoyðJefferson Barracks 2500 Hour Award Pin  

Rose GanzðJefferson Barracks 5000 Hour Award Pin 

Vernon GanzðJefferson Barracks 6250 Hour Award Pin 

Matthew WilcoxðJefferson Barracks 22 Years and 2002 Hours 

James WilliamsðJefferson Barracks 5 Years and 1308 Hours 
    

Congratulations to the entire Chapter for all your many hours of 

hard work! 

TRAVELING  WALL  COMES TO  DE SOTO, MO  
 

A moving tribute to Americaôs veterans was on display in      

De Soto, Missouri from May 8-11 at Walther Park.  The     

Traveling Vietnam Veterans Memorial is a replica of the Wall 

that stands in Washington, D.C.  The replica reaches more than 

8 feet tall and is 370 feet long.  The Memorial also includes a 

walk of Heroes which remembers nearly 3,000 people who died 

in the September 11 terrorist 

attacks.  Many veterans and 

their families attended this 

rare occasion.  Pictured to the 

left: The Gateway Chapter 

PVA President, Stan Brown, 

and Board Member, Mike 

Norris, presented a memorial 

wreath during the ceremony.   

Gateway Chapter receives the 
2008 Directorôs Award for    

Outstanding Group - JB 

Rose Ganz, Victor Ganz and Ted 

Larson enjoying the Awards Banquet.   

The 28th Annual NVWG (National Veterans Wheelchair Games) summer games in Omaha, Nebraska are just a few 

weeks away (July 25-29).  There will be four hotels for the games this year, all within a couple blocks of the Quest 

Convention Center.  If for some reason at the last minute you cannot go to the games, you need to make arrangements 

to cancel your hotel room before the games.  Otherwise, you will be billed for one nightôs room plus tax by the National 

PVA.  If this amount is not paid in full, you will not be able to participate in any present or future games until this has 

been paid.  The Quest Convention Center will be used for most of the events including softball.  Sled hockey will be an 

expedition event this year and trapshooting has been made a medal event. 
 

Some of the expenses that you should expect are:  hotel costs are $150 a night for six nights making a total of $900, a 

flight from St. Louis is $162, and any expenses you may have for food.  For those that are driving, it is 354 miles to 

Omaha from St. Louis and once you get there, you will have to pay $20 a day to park your car. 

For those receiving Sports Points checks, they will 

be handed out at the July luncheon. You must keep 

the receipts and turn them in to the chapter office. 
    

For more information about Sports Points and the 

29th NVWG see the continuing article on page 5. 

28TH NATIONAL VETERANS WH EELCHAIR GAMES, OMAHA, NEBRASKA   By Bobby Jackson 

ATTENTION   2008  NVWG  TEAM  

MANDATORY   TEAM  MEETING  
 

JULY 17th at 12:30 p.m. JB Bldg 52  Dining Room 

InsertðNomination of BOD & Officers 
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Has your address changed?  Please inform us by  

email to: susanlyle@gatewaypva.org,  or writing 

or calling using the below information: 
 

Gateway PVA 

9738 Lackland Road 

St. Louis, MO 63114 

(314) 427-0393   or   (800) 426-4058 

(314) 427-4183  (fax) 

The material contained herein expresses the opinions of the writer and not necessarily the opinions of the editor or the 

Gateway Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans of America. All material in the Gazette may be reprinted unless specifically      

prohibited. Readers are encouraged to submit their articles or rebuttals to:  Tammie@gatewaypva.org or in the US mail 

at address shown above and mark with attention to the Editor. 

Gateway Chapter 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 
http://www.gatewaypva.org 

 

GPVA Officers 
President Stanley Brown 

Vice President Robert Huskey, PhD 

Treasurer Dennis Durrwachter 

Secretary Bob Larkin 

National Director Stanley Brown 
 

Board of Directors 
Douglas Conklin Rose Ganz Bobby Jackson 

Ruth Kult  Ann Malburg Mike Norris 

Jim Spencer James Williams  
 

St. Louis Service Office 
400 South 18th Street, Room 109; St. Louis, MO 63103 

(314) 552-9887   (800) 795-3614 

(314) 421-3709  (fax) 

Tony Timmons NSO 

Cathy Steele Secretary 
 

Jefferson Barracks VA Medical Center 
Fred Bradley, SBO   (314) 894-6467    (866) 328-2670 

(314) 894-6465  (fax) 

VA Medical Center (128/JB) 

#1 Jefferson Barracks Drive 

Spinal Cord Injury Service, Room 2S25 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

 

Bob Sontag, LCSW    (314) 652-4100 ext. 6-4819 

Robert M. Woolsey VA Spinal Cord Injury Center 
 

Kansas City Service Office 
4801 Linwood Blvd. Rm 1401; Kansas City, MO 64128 

(800) 795-3612          (816) 861-4700 extension 6032/33 

(816) 922-3369  (fax) 

Bonnie Hilburn Senior National Service Officer 

Rebecca Warchola Secretary 
 

GPVA Staff  (phone no/address shown to the right) 
Susan Lyle Executive Director 

Tammie Winkler Administrative Assistant 

Jim Tumulty Van Driver 

Tammie Winkler Editor 
    

Telemarketing Department 
Steve Muench William Perry  

MEDICAL  FOSTER  HOME  PROGRAM  
 

The VA Medical Center in St. Louis has been selected as 

one of approximately 30 VAMCs to begin a Medical    

Foster Home program (MFH). 
 

This initiative is on a ñfast trackò to be developed and will 

be in operation in the next few months. A Coordinator is 

being hired, and will be supported by nursing, recreation 

therapy and occupational therapy.   Home Based Primary 

Care (HBPC) and SCI Continuum of Care Team will both 

be critical parts of the program. 
 

MFH is designed to provide a homelike environment for 1 

or 2 veterans who otherwise might need to be in a skilled 

nursing facility. The veteran pays the caregiver $1200 to 

$2500 to provide this care, which includes room and 

board, 24 hour supervision, assistance with medications 

and whatever personal care is needed. 
 

The homes are inspected and approved by the VAMC and 

the caregivers are carefully screened and monitored. 
 

We are at this time recruiting caregivers who might like to 

participate in this program. Please help us spread the word. 
 

Any veterans interested in using this program can contact 

me at 314-652-4100, x6-4819. 
 

Submitted by:  Bob Sontag, LCSW, Social Worker 

Robert M. Woolsey Spinal Cord Injury Center 

MOONLIGHT  RAMBLE  AUGUST  16 TH WITH  

PVA  MEMBERS 
 

If there is anyone interested in riding their handcycle or 

bicycle with a group of PVA members in the 45th Annual 

Moonlight Ramble this year, please get in touch with   

Dennis Durrwachter at 636-928-3493 (ddurrwachter 

@gatewaypva.org).  The Moonlight Ramble will be held 

during the full moon at midnight on August 16 in down-

town St. Louis.  See the following website for more infor-

mation:  http://www.moonlightramble.com/mr/. 
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Presidentôs Report       By Stan Brown 

 

 

Gateway Board ElectionsðWE NEED YOU! 
 

Enclosed with this newsletter is a nomination form for our upcoming elections for board mem-

bers and officers.  As President, and one of the old guys, I can frankly tell you we need new  

people and new perspectives to go with the core group that's been doing all the work for the last 

few years.  To accommodate new people, we now have our board meetings   alternating between 11:30 a.m. one month 

and 4 p.m. the next month on the second Tuesday.  Please nominate yourself or someone else you feel would contribute.  

We especially need members from outside the St. Louis area. 

 
 

In RemembranceðDenis Canoy 
 

Longtime board member Denis Canoy passed away in May.  Denis' passing so soon after Matt Wilcox's death, has 

deeply affected me and I'm sure many of our other members.  How fragile and yet how inspirational our wheelchair 

lives are.  Denis devoted three days per week to his dialysis treatment.  After Matt's death, I asked Denis to fill in for 

Matt on our board and hospital committees.  Denis said he would do what he could with the free time he had.  That   

response sums up what he was willing to give to us all.  He endured so much and yet always kept a smile.  Rather than 

continue with my usual long column and comments, I offer the pictures below of Denis and other recently departed 

board members Matt Wilcox, Harold Brakefield, Bill Vickers, and Jim Bird.  Take time to remember these friends. 

  

Bill Vickers with Physical Therapist Amy Will 

Harold Brakefield 
Matt Wilcox and Denis Canoy 

       Jim Bird 

Left: 

Matt 

Wilcox, 

Denis 

Canoy, 

and  

Harold 

Brake-

field 


