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HIGH RIDGE ELKS HELP PARALYZED AND
MOBILITY IMPAIRED VETS

On January 18th at the annual Jefferson Barracks-C

Cookoff and Bowling Tournament, Ken DeClue, repre

senting the High Ridge Elks Lodge 2455, presented a

$1748 check to Mike Norris and Amy Will for the Post

2342 fund. This fund is used to assist mobility impairec counted on to make donations. We would specifically

and disabled Veterans in attending annual events suc
the Winter Sports Clinic in Colorado, the National Vete
ans Wheelchair Games (NVWG, held at varying loca-
tions) and the National Arts Festival (this year to be he
in St. Louis). Over the years the High Ridge Elks havg
tirelessly held events designed solely to help disabled
Veterans attend these events, to the tune of $19,614.
amples of the events held are Meat Shoots and Veterg
Appreciation Day and every year the Elks host a billia
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Ladies and the High Schoolers who cheerfully lend 3
helping hand. PVA members are always made to feel

These
bu

event s.
many | ocal

ing these
wasnot for S
N to thank AnheuseBusch Inc., and H.W. Herrell Distribuf-
1ing Inc. who is the Jefferson County Anheuser Busch
tributor. Also making regular contributions are the local
| Schnucks, Dierbergs, Shop and Save, Walmart, Dobbg
b Tire Centers, HI Enterprise Inc, Laborers Local 110, H
Vending, and Martyds Bi sft
| Thank you High Ridge Elks and local business spon
il SOr's!

tournament just before the NVWG for the members of
team representing the St. Louis VA at the Wheelchair
Games.

Ken DeClue heads up these efforts with support fro
his wife Jan and their granddaughters (Danielle and
Cassidy) but it isll of the Elks collectivelythat make
these events happen. We would like to also thank the
Continued In next column
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 come and appreciated for the service we rendered to ¢ur
country by all the High Ridge Elk members while attend-
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For Sale:

Wheelchair accessible 2000 E150 Conversion Van wi

31,500 miles.Lowered floor & lift, 5.4 Triton V8, front

& rear air, all power, tow package, dual batteries, alar

systemg& transferable warrantyonly $25,000.
Ask for Dave: 638466381
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GPVA Officers

President Stanley Brown

Vice President Matthew Wilcox
Treasurer Dennis Durrwachter
Secretary Donald McCoy

National Director Stanley Brown

Board of Directors

A gentleman named Terry Prott is offering our St. Loui$

area members volunteer work of varying types. If you

need a hand around the house for miscellaneous work

Terry at 314965-6880.

call

Jamey Bollinger Douglas Conklin Rose Ganz
Robert Huskey Bobby Jackson Ruth Kult
Robert Larkin Mike Norris James Williams

St. Louis Service Office

400 South 18th Street, Room 109
(314) 5529887 (800) 791614
FAX (314) 4213709
Fred Bradley

Tony Timmons
Cathy Steele

Senior Benefits Advocate
NSO Candidate
Secretary

Kansas City Service Office
(800) 7953612 (816) 864700 extension 6032/33
Bonnie Hilburn Senior National Service Office

GPVA Staff

Susan Gokenbach
Beth Caster

Dennis Durrwachter

Executive Director
Administrative Assistant
Editor

Telemarketing Department
Steve Muench William Perry

Some Chapters Web sites:

Arizona: azpva.org
Bay Area and Western: bayareawesternpva.org

Buckeye: buckeyepva.org
California: calpva.org
CatDiego: caldiegopva.org
Central Florida: centralfloridapva.org
Florida Gulf Coast:  tampabaypva.org
Southern Florida: pvaf.org

lowa: iapva.org

Great Plains: greatplainspva.org
Michigan: michiganpva.org
Mid America: mapva.com
Minnesota: mnpva.org
Mountain States: mscpva.org
Nevada: nevadapva.org
New England: nepva.org
Keystone: kpva.org

North Central: ncpva.org

Texas: texaspva.org
Oregon: oregonpva.org
Virginia-Mid Atlantic: vamapva.com
Wisconsin: wisconsinpva.org
New Mexico: Ziapva.org

Vaughan (lllinois): vaughanpva.org

Has your address changed? Please inform us
email to: sgokenbach@gatewaypva.org, or writ
ing or calling using the below information:

Gateway PVA

9738 Lackland Road

St. Louis, MO. 63114

(314) 4270393 (800) 428058
FAX (314) 4274183

)

The material contained herein expresses the opinions
the writer and not necessarily the opinions of the edito
or the Gateway Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica. All material in theGazettemay be reprinted unless
specifically prohibited. Readers are encouraged to sul
mit their articles or rebuttals to:
ddurrwachter@gatewaypva.org or in the US mail at ad
dress shown to the left and mark with attention to the
editor.
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President 6s Report
By Stan Brown

As we start the new year the federal VA budget and how we plan to take care of o
turning servicemen and servicewomen comes into focus. My comments this month w
dress those issues. On February 5, 2007 the Administration submitted its budget req i
fiscal year 2008; the request is $34.2 billion and is an increase from last year. That a
however is $2.1 billion below what is recommended intidependent Budgethich is a
budget document eauthored by the PVA, VFW, DAV, and AMVETS. The Administration recommended $411
million, a cut of $2.7 million below FY 07 amounts, for Medical and Prosthetic Research. Also recommended was
an increase in prescription drug-payments and enrollment fees. On February 8, PVA testified before the House
Committee on Veterans' Affairs on the importance of funding levels to be in line withdiéggendent Budgeec-
ommendations Shortages in the Administration's major and minor construction budget will cause projects such as
expansions to medical facilities and new medical clinics to be placed on hold. During this current 2007 fiscal year
the VA is still operating under a continuing resolution for funding levels of fiscal year 20@6failure to pass
that budget and operating under the continuing resolution has put back the planning for renovating Building 52
(Jefferson Barracks) and the construction, one year to fiscal year 2008 and@®0anuary 31, the House passed
a resolution increasing that appropriation by $3.6 billion but the same appropriation increase remains stalled in the
Senate. Next month a representative from our chapter and the other 33 PVA chapters will go to Washington in a
concerted effort to contact our Congressional representatives concerning needed VA funding. When the country
sends its men and women off to war, there is a moral obligation to provide for their necessary care when they re-
turn.

| have just completed reading a January 2007 research paper from Harvard University's John F. Kennedy
School of Government on the lotgyrm costs of providing medical care and disability benefits for our service per-
sons returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. The analysis and conclusions are troublesome. The paper's executive
summary had three main conclusions: 1) the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) is currently overwhelmed by
the volume of returning veterans and their health care needs, and the large wave of returning veterans will require
greater funding and increased capacity; 2) the Veterans Benefits Administration is in need of structural reform to
deal with the current high volume of pending claims and is completely inadequate for the future demand of return-
ing war veterans; and 3) the cost of providing disability benefits and medical care for Iraq and Afghanistan veter-
ans will be $3565700 billion over the course of their lives. The report recommends increased staffing and funding
for veterans medical care particularly for mental health treatment. As of September 30, 2006 more than 50,500 US
troops have suffered nanortal wounds in Irag, Afghanistan, and nearby staging areas. All 1.4 million service
persons that have been deployed in the current war effort are potentially eligible to claim some level of disability or
medical treatment. The Veterans Benefits Administration has a backlog of 400,000 claims and takes an average of
177 days to process a claim while the private sector processes claims on average in 90 days. In the area of medice
care, the paper reports the largest unmet need of veterans is in the area of mental health care. Extended deploy-
ments, stoposs policies, stressful ground warfare, and the uncertainty of discharge dates has taken a toll on our
servicemen and women. The paper suggests one of the ways the VA can responsibly handle the increasing numbe
of returning troops is by expanding the use of "Vet Centers," which function as storefront centers where veterans
and their families can obtain counseling and integration services in-affexdtve and quick manner. The report's
final conclusion is that "the US is not adequately prepared for the influx of returning servicemen from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan."

Local St Louis area Hospitals

John Cochran Division St. Charles Clinic Vet erands Home E@GdtS$t.ihouis Vet Center

915 North Grand Blvd. 7 Jason Court Street 10600 Lewis & Clark Blvd. 1269 North 89th Street

St. Louis, MO. 63106 St. Charles, MO.63304  St. Louis, MO. 63166 Suite 1

(314)6524100 (314)2866988 (314)2866988 East St. Louis, IL 62203
(618)3976602

Jefferson Barracks Division  Bellville Clinic St. Louis Vet Center

1 Jefferson Barracks Drive 6500 West Main Street 2345 Pine Street

St. Louis, MO. 63125 Belleville, IL. 62223 St. Louis, MO 63103

(314)6524100 (314)2866988 (314)2311260
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Bob Larkin Speaks

It seems to me we have a very confused group in Washington trying to keep their
jobs. As | see it, Congress is selling out our teergn future for their shoiterm re
election. The far left House and Senate leadership are poised to do more harm than
good to the future of America and the world. They have raepth plan and are so
determined to embarrass the President that they are blinded to the realities of the mili-
tary and political situation. So much for the bipartisanship andaeiifice. The
semieducated, spoiled types, and their bought and paid fdekafing media propa-
ganda machine know not what they do. They are more delusional than our President is.

Taking a look at military history, it shows that an army suffers high casualties during a retreat. Arahropreced
whol esale Acut and runo from Ilraqgqg wil!/l come under de
civil war, but an ethnic cleansing, the magnitude of which would make Saddam proud. Then, as a nuclear Iran and
Syria move to make their attempt to control the area
will flex their power, not by raising the price of crude, but by cutting off the flow of crude. Oil does not mean money,
oil means power . I f we dondét give Ilraq this final 0
children will have the choice of fighting a nuclear World War, or converting to Islam.

Hell, they may not even get to choose. Absolutely no good can come from denying our Commander in Chief this one
last push under the type of nonpolitical rules of engagement that were finally granted us (1972) in the Vietnam War. |
is my opinion, had we had the same rules of engagement in 1965, the Vietnam conflict would have been over in six
months, and the world would be a better and safer place. The techniques of deal making, compromise, and posturing
with endless challenging of those with more power may be how Capitol Hill works, but it most certainly has not
worked in a war or on the battlefield.

| thank the Lord for our leaders and the soldiers with the courage to stand up and put it all on the line, as our Presid
is doing. | pray a kind and just God protects our soldiers as they protect us. | pray they are kept safe from harm. 1 gi
thanks for a President, who | am not real keen on, but who earns my respect by ignoring supposed polls, misguided f
litical pressure, and his place in history, as he attempts to make the best of a bad situation. It is amazing that seventy
years after the isolationists of the 19né@nihghutsimpled gi v
people think that philosophy will work today, that we can go hide and all will be well. Not for long, my friends. If we
hide, we had better keep a copy of the Koran handy. Bob Larkin

12950 Koch Lane
Breese, IL 62230

(40 miles east of St. Louis)

877-526-4131

www.southernbusandmobility.com

Sales & Service

Mobility Equipment Lowered Floor Minivans

™ Wheelchair/Scooter Lifts ™ Entervan zside entry

™ Companion Seats ™ Vision zrear entry

™ Hand Controls

™ Transfer Seats Full-size Vans with

™ Wheelchair Restraint Wheelchair Lifts
Systems

QAP Certified
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