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Gateway PVA President 

Stan Brown speaking to 

students and instructors 

at the Kuk Sool Won 

Martial Arts Academy in 

St. Peters Missouri dur-

ing PVA Awareness 

week (PAW).  This was 

just one of more than 185 

events hosted by local 

PVA chapters across the 

country. President Brown 

told the students about 

how he was injured and 

the types of injuries and 

illnesses PVA members 

have and  issues our 

members face day to day 

related to living with  

SCI/D. 

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE 

 PVA and Rebuilding Together marked the con-

clusion of accessibility modifications to the home 

of PVA member Jay Briseno, Jr. on Monday, 

March 27 with the debut of the newly modified 

home in Manassas Park, VA. The modification 

project was part of 'Serving those who Serve," a 

program dedicated to modifying the homes of 

newly injured military personnel coming back from 

Iraq and Afghanistan.  

 As a C-2 quad paralyzed from the chin down, 

Briseno faced numerous challenges upon his return 

from Iraq. Rebuilding Together helped him and his 

family over come some of these obstacles, by in-

creasing his mobility inside the multi-story home 

and thereby improving his quality of life. Among 

the renovations made to the home was the installa-

tion of a roll-in shower, screened-in porch and gas-

powered generator to serve as a back-up system for 

Briseno's life support equipment. 

 Serving those who Serve incorporates accessi-

ble design into the modification plans of the homes 

for service members in four areas of  

injury: mobility impairments such as Briseno's 

(paralysis as well as amputations), loss of sight, loss 

of hearing, and traumatic brain injuries. 

  The goal is to facilitate accessibility and to im-

prove the quality of life for the newly injured by eas-

ing their transition back into the home. Eligibility for 

the program requires proof of service in either Opera-

tion Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring Freedom, 

and a severe service-related disability. They or a fam-

ily member must own the home where the work will 

be performed. 

 To learn more about the program, go to their 

website at <http://www.servingthosewhoserve.com  
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Has your address changed?  Please inform us by  

email to: ddurrwachter@gatewaypva.org,  or 

writing or calling using the below information : 

 

Gateway PVA 

9040 Lackland road 

St. Louis, MO. 63114 

(314) 427-0393     (800) 426-4058 

FAX (314) 427-4183 

The material contained herein expresses the opinions of 

the writer and not necessarily the opinions of the editor 

or the Gateway Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-

ica. All material in the Gazette may be reprinted unless 

specifically prohibited. Readers are encouraged to sub-

mit their articles or rebuttals to: 

ddurrwachter@gatewaypva.org or in the US mail at ad-

dress shown to the left and mark with attention to the 

editor. 

Accessible House for Sale 
Very nice floor plan. Utility area off of newly remodeled 

kitchen. Has dining room, and huge living room with big pic-

ture window. Very nice sized master bedroom. One of the 

bedrooms was just done with a faux paint job. New hardwood 

floors. It has 1 full bath and a 3/4 bath with a roll in shower 

and also a roll under sink and wooden ramps to enter at the 

front of the house. Beautiful Lot. The house is only about a 

block from public transportation and about 1 1/2 miles to Wal

-Mart, Schuncks, Blockbuster, fast food, and other restau-

rants. The house is located on the east end of Belleville on a 

dead end street 10 minutes away from Fairview Heights. For 

more information please contact my realtor, "Bob Doussard, 

www.thedoussards.com (http://www.thedoussards.com) or 

618-779-9900" or me at 618-410-0588 Asking $120K 
Dave Barnes 

Scholarship Money Available for 2005-2006 Academic Year 

 

PVA established an Educational Scholarship Program to as-

sist PVA members and their immediate family members in 

gaining a post-secondary education from accredited colleges 

and universities across America.  For the upcoming 2006-

2007 academic year, PVA will be offering both full-time 

($1,000) and part-time scholarships ($500).   

 

This program is open to PVA members, their spouses and 

unmarried children, under 24 years of age.  Applicants must 

be United States citizens and accepted or enrolled in a degree 

program.   

 

Applications must be received at the PVA National Office no 

later than June 15, 2006.  To obtain the appropriate instruc-

tions and application forms, please contact either your local 

PVA chapter or Patricia Hoover at 800-424-8200 ext. 619, or 

email her at TrishH@pva.org.  

SCI Support Group for veterans at the KCVAMC. 

 

Kathryn Ricker, LMSW Coordinator 

SCI & Clinic Operations Physical 

Medicine & Rehab Service (117) Kansas City VAMC 

Telephone:  816-922-2740 extension 57563 

Fax 816-922-4647 

Spinal Cord Injury Support Group 

2nd Wednesday Monthly 

10:30-11:30             Rehab Department - room 020 

Group open to all veterans with Spinal Cord Injury 
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Presidentôs Report 
 

By Stan Brown 

   As I began my column on April 15, the colors, sounds, and smells of this Spring season, 

some would say summer after yesterday's record temperatures, has overtaken Missouri.  With this 

season a feeling of renewal and hope cannot help but enter the thoughts of even the most jaded 

wheelchair veterans like myself.  Longer days and more sunlight chase away those drab, cold, 

short January days.  I've said it before but can't resist one parting comment on the last season: I 

HATE WINTER. 

   It is indeed a season of change for the Chapter.  The contract for sale of our building is now final; we're obligated to 

move no later than July 1.  I have spent the last three weeks with the approval of the Board, negotiating a final price while 

considering our flat roof needs replaced.  The last several weeks several board members and I also been inspecting other 

properties to lease.  We originally had hoped to purchase a building we could afford, renovate, and move into in a timely 

fashion; we found no such building. Our long-term plans are to lease for a minimum period of time, rebuild our savings, 

and again invest in property.  Since the last newsletter I explored with the appropriate VA authorities the possibility of oc-

cupying free or with minimal expenditures, space at the Jefferson Barracks complex.  Because the complex is beginning its 

own renovation and expansion of the cemetery, there was no suitable space offered. 

 In the last newsletter I stated we were beginning to move forward to again be on sound financial grounds.  I am ex-

tremely pleased to say progress continues. The trap-shoot program begins April 21. The board authorized a stipend for sev-

eral individuals attending the Winter Sports Clinic.  There are two events planned to raise funds for the Alaska Games.  

The second event is a charity motorcycle rally/tour the first weekend in June at the Lake of the Ozarks.  The event is spon-

sored by the Central Missouri Stars, a family motorcycle organization that contacted us after reading our stories in the St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch.  We've added to our savings and started this month (April) our van transportation program again after 

a six-month hiatus.  We are now transporting a total of six outpatients on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  It was however a 

shaky start!  On a test run with the driver and no passengers other than me, the van broke down a couple of blocks from the 

Chapter on a return.  After a complete tune-up, new battery, and new tires, altogether totaling $997, we started the service 

of transporting members in need the next week.  Our continued savings as a chapter are also directly related to the fact we 

are now down to 1.5 paid staff persons, Susan Gokenbach our Executive Director and Tiffany Ellis her new part-time assis-

tant, when once we employed five people.  Our driver one day is paid from a grant and the other day we have a volunteer.  

The last six months Susan has basically done the job of three or four people.  Her long hours and tireless efforts have made 

our comeback possible.  Thank her when you see her. 

Any member reading this newsletter needs to be aware there is a Paralyzed Veterans of America Disaster Relief Fund 

that has available up to $2500 per individual or family for assistance.  Individuals who suffered loss due to the recent torna-

does may qualify for funding.  If you think you might qualify please contact your National Service Office (NSO); for the 

Gateway Chapter it's Fred Bradley or Rodney Harris at (314) 552-9887. 

In closing I would be remiss if I didn't mention the passing of longtime friend to paralyzed veterans-Duke McDonald.  

He was a Marine veteran of the Korean War and I had the honor of attending a VFW and Korean War Veterans ceremony 

in DeSoto the night before his internment at Jefferson Barracks Cemetery.  Teary-eyed veterans, some with canes and oth-

ers with walkers and portable oxygen, came to the casket, saluted and paid their respect.  We all have our memories of 

Duke at the luncheons, the bowling alley, in the crafts room, or wherever we were-Duke was there.  If you ever needed 

anything for the paralyzed veterans, Duke had one response: "I'll see what I can do."  And indeed Lucian R. "Duke" 

McDonald would take care of it.  Our blessings to his family.  We are so enriched that he was part of our lives. 
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Callahan, Richard OôFallon, MO 10/192005 
Kalal, Frank B Patton, MO 10/24/2005 

Felton, Gregory St. Louis, MO 10/26/2005 

Walker, Leonard E Fredericktown, MO 11/16/2005 

McKinnon, Harold E Glencoe, MO 11/24/2005 

Fach, Robert O St. Louis, MO 02/22/2006 

OôNeal, Dale J Independence, MO 02/28/2006  


