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" MIRACLES ON A MOUNTAINSIDE
2008 Winter Sports Clinic by Amy Will

Every year the National Disabled Veterans Winter Sports
Clinic held in Snowmass, CO offers Team St. Louis a
chance to challenge athletic abilities while enjoying|top
notch entertainment and camaraderie. This year| sur-
passed expectations providing a picture perfect wee¢k on
the slopes. The combination of over 30 inches of fresh
snowfall along with sunny skies made skiing and alter-
nate activities all the more enticing. Cross Country [Ski-
ing, Snowshoeing, Snowmobiling, Gondola Rides,|Fly
Fishing and Scuba Diving are just a few of the activjties
that the St. Louis veterans had the opportunity to experi-
] o ' ence during this majestic week. And although eyery
\(/V:nteerfstportst C(imICFSin(;WiT?S? COlLO:a%On oo Wplinic rln%oggerg gffe‘ri/%tsﬁ%v%n Oe[)ﬁ({?erie%'%%é'rgagy gr%r%uéﬁj (
. vetera reed theyTe ges facc lish=
Boyle, Aubrey Youngs, Mike McEnaney, Peter Coffelt] o tackling the mountain's challenges on skis. Hope-

Second row: Jeri Obenhaus, Jeff Grace, Amy Will, Ma : . S
Luitjohan, Victor Ganz. Third row: Ron Malburg, Ann fully many of you W'!l consider Jom'.ng our group next_
Malburg, Rose Ganz and Teri Fuda. Additional photds YEar; our téam promises that you will take home special

from the Winter Sports Clinic located on the back cover| Memories and amazing personal experiences.

—

PVA AWARENESS WEEK ACTIVITIES
APRIL 14-18, 2008

Gateway Chapter held several activities during PVA Awareness week which was Ap&j 2808. On April 1§,
President Stan Brown, Board Member Ann Malburg, and National Service Officer Tony Timmons (his dajyighter i
a member of this troop) attended the Girl Scout Troop #305 meeting in Troy, lllinois to talk with the troop abou
disabilities as part of PVA Awareness Week. On April 17, the monthly Membership Luncheon was held at Jeffel
son Barracks. On April 18the Gateway PVA Trap Shoot was held at Olin/Winchester Trap & Skeet Facflity in

East Alton, IL.

INSIDE...

Page 2 IRS to Hire Disabled Veterans
by Bob Sontag

Page 3 President 8|s R«

Page 4 Attaboy by Ruth Kult &
Do You Need A Ride by Susan Lyle

Page 5 Patient Advocacy Program

Page 6 Restrictions Eased on VA Benefits
by Bob Larkin

Page 7 Annual Evaluations at SCI Center

Page 8 Addressing Complaints at VA
Medical Centers

Page 9 Accessibility of Hotel Room Beds
by Dennis Durrwachter

Photo to the left: Stan Brown, Ann Malburg and Tony Timmons with Page 11 Calendar of Events (May and June
Girl Scout Troop #305 during PVA Awareness Week. Page 12 Photos of Winter Sports Clinic
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IRS TO HIRE DISABLED VETERANS

The Internal Revenue Service has a great need for

employees across the U.S., and is making a special effort

to hire veterans, especially those with disabilities.

Seehttp://jobsearch.usajobs.opm.gov/adtrirs msghe
types of jobs available

Applications can be submitted -tine at
http://www.usajobs.opm.govThe IRS career site
is atwww.jobs.irs.goYapp steps.html

Explanations of grade levels and salary (across the fed

employment sector) can be foundwatw.opm.gov

Veterans with serviceonnected disabilities are able to
work without their VA Compensation check being
reduced.

Please call me for any questions:

ob Sontag, LCSW

ocial Worker

Robert M. Woolsey Spinal Cord Injury Center
St. Louis, MO 63125

314-652-4100 x64819

eral

Cathy Steele Secretary

Jefferson Barracks VA Medical Center
Fred Bradley, SBO (314) 88467
VA Medical Center (128/JB)

#1 Jefferson Barracks Drive

Spinal Cord Injury Service, Room 2525
St. Louis, MO 63125

Bob Sontag, LCSW  (314) 652100 ext. 64819

GPVA TRAPSHOOTS

3"P FRIDAY EACH MONTH
(May 16, June 20, July 18, August 15, September 19)

COME JOIN THE FUN!!!
OLIN TRAP & SKEET FACILITY - EAST ALTON, IL

RSVP BY CALLING THE GPVA OFFICE AT
314-427-0393 ORTOLL-FREE AT800-426-4058

Robert M. Woolsey VA Spinal Cord Injury Center

Kansas City Service Office
4801 Linwood Blvd. Rm 1401; Kansas City, MO 6417
(800) 7953612 (816) 864700 extension 6032/31
(816) 9223369 (fax)
Bonnie Hilburn
Rebecca Warchola

Senior National Service Officel
Secretary

3

FRED BRADLEY®S NEW C
INFORMATION

%s of 4/1/08, Fred Bradley has moved to Jefferson Barracks
| Medical Center (see contact information to the left). Any g
tions regarding the status of any compensation or pension g

with the St Louis Regional Office should be directed to T
Timmons, National Service Officer. His address is 400 South
Street, St. Louis, MO 63103, 3662-9887 OR 1800-7953614.

ONT
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lles-
laims
pny
18th

GPVA Staff (address to the right)

Susan Lyle Executive Director
Tammie Winkler Administrative Assistant
Jim Tumulty Van Driver

Tammie Winkler Editor

Telemarketing Department
Steve Muench William Perry

Has your address changed? Please inform us by
email to: susanlyle@gatewaypva.org, or writing
or calling using the below information:

Gateway PVA

9738 Lackland Road

St. Louis, MO 63114

(314) 4270393 or (800) 4261058
(314) 4274183 (fax)

The material contained herein expresses the opinions of the writer and not necessarily the opinions of the eg
Gateway Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans of America. All material irGtmettemay be reprinted unless specifica
prohibited. Readers are encouraged to submit their articles or rebuttals to: Tammie@gatewaypva.org or in th
at address shown above and mark with attention to the Editor.

itor or t
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Presi Repaortt 60 s
By Stan Brown

SCI Move "Off the Table"
| have witnessed a strange but for the moment acceptable, turn of events concerning the
movement of the Jefferson Barracks SCI/D unit to new construction at John Cochran Hospital.
In a teleconference April 4, 2008, with representatives from Senator Christopher Bond's office,
the VISN 15 Director, the St. Louis VA Medical Center Director, and myself, the VISN 15 Director stated that although
there were discussions in the past, there are no current plans to close the existing SCI/D Jefferson Barracks unit :
relocate it to new construction at John Cochran. Pleased with that statement, | didn't want to belabor the point by say
| was at that moment looking at a St. Louis VA Medical Center document that used the language "relocation of SCI un
from JB...," and that several VA individuals had acknowledged the plans to move. At the end of the teleconference
had an extremely puzzled look, and if | were able, | would've been scratching my head. | mentioned this bizart
scenario at our April Board of Directors meeting, and received some interesting conjectures on what had occurred.
sum, | think this illadvised move is for the moment derailed, but we have no guarantees for the future.

PVA Disaster Relief Fund

Members need to be reminded that our national organization has a Paralyzed Veterans of America Disaster Relief Fu
Funds may be used for transportation, temporary shelter, food, modifications for accessibility, prosthetic appliances, a
medical supplies. Funds will not be provided if other assistance has been provided to pay for the items. Replacem
damages are only for the veteran's primary dwelling and there is a $2500 maximum per individual or family
Applications can be received from our Gateway Chapter office or your local National Service Officer. The initial
application should be submitted to your NSO who will forward the application to the chapter for submission to Nationa
PVA.

Baseball Tickets/Rides
We did not receive any free Cardinal tickets this year, but purchased some excellent box seats for four games. Three
those games we donated to inpatients. We do have two tickets (at least one wheelchair) for the August 20, 2008 ever
Pirates game. Send us a letter postmarked no later than May 31, and we will randomly pick someone for free ticke
And lastly, | really would like to see our van giving members rides on Mondays and Fridays. As mentioned elsewher
in this newsletter, please let us know if we can help you.

And Finally-Healthcare

Although we all enjoy trap shoots, luncheons, and going to the summer games, we must never lose sight of our primé
purpose- to ensure our members receive the healthcare they have earned and deserve. If you feel strongly about t
issue, you simply must get involved and put your experiences in writing. My voice and the Board's are not enough.
response to my last letter to membership, how many of you actually wrote a letter to your Congressiong
representatives? If you did, please send us a copy. You have no idea how important these letters are. The Chapter
also, with NSO help, soon begin surveying members' experiences at John Cochran. | urge you take the time to comp
those surveys.

UPDATING OUR RECORDS

Are you receiving your member newsletters and birthec
truly missing out. Please call or email us with the correct member information so that we may update our records a
ensure that you are kept current with all of the latest Gateway Gazette news and other important Gateway Chapter P
information! Our phone number is8D0-426-4058 or for those of you residing in the St. Louis area42140393.

Al so, if you would Iike to be informed about | ast mi
email me at: SusanLyle@gatewaypva.oggn d |  wi | | make sure your name i s
i st . |l promise | wondét inundate you with email s!

By Susan Lyle, Executive Director
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