
November/December   2009 Gateway Gazette Volume 42  Number 6 

                  ñVeterans with Spinal Cord Injury or Disease, Living Life to the Fullestò 

 

GATEWAY GAZETTE 
The Official Publication of the Gateway Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of America 

A Member Chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of America 

InsideðImportant Upcoming Events & Moreé 
 

Presidentôs Message          Stan Brown 

Attaboy         Ruth Kult   

Just a Friendly Reminder    Bonnie Hilburn 

St. Louis in the Rearview Mirror        Rose Ganz           

Gateway Garners Honors at PVA Annual Convention In Miami 
Stanley D. Brown 
National Director 

 

With temperatures in the steamy 90s, the PVA Florida Chapter excelled in hosting the 63rd Annual PVA Con-

vention in Miami the week of August 18-21.  Our hotel and meetings were on the beautiful Biscayne Bay, the 

southernmost tip of mainland Florida.  Arriving early, my aide and I ventured to the celebrated Miami Beach 

and "walked" around the Art Deco District.  I was looking for Michael Weston from Burn Notice, as well as 

Sonny Crockett and Ricardo Tubbs from Miami Vice.  My aide reminded me those were just television shows. 

 

The Convention was especially noteworthy in recognizing the dedication and service of long-time Gateway 

members Gene Crayton and Dr. Robert Huskey.  Gene was elected as President of our national PVA organiza-

tion.  He had previously served as Gateway President for 10 years and has been a Gateway member since 

1983.  He was PVA Senior Vice President, the number two spot, coming into the convention.  Gene is the first 

African-American elected to lead our 63-year-old national PVA organization.  We know he will succeed in 

this most important PVA leadership position.  

 

Dr. Robert Huskey was awarded PVA's Cliff Crase Award for Professionalism.  The award is named in honor 

of deceased PVA member Cliff Crase who served as editor of PVA Sports' n Spokes and PN magazines for 30 

years.  The award is given to recognize an exceptional member who has dedicated himself to PVA's mission, 

demonstrating truly professional traits.  Bob was the perfect choice for this prestigious award. 

 

Retired St. Louis VAMC SCI Chief, Dr. Robert Woolsey, was recognized as PVA's 2009 Speedy awardee in 

the non-member category.  This award is given once 

a year for outstanding accomplishments in the field 

of paraplegia.  The award winner is selected by vote 

of the national directors from all the 34 PVA chap-

ters.  The list of past winners is indeed impressive; 

the list includes world leaders in spinal cord medicine 

and former President John F. Kennedy. 
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Has your address changed?  Please inform us by  

email to: susanlyle@gatewaypva.org,  or you 

may write or call us at the following: 
 

Gateway Chapter PVA 

9738 Lackland Road 

St. Louis, MO 63114 

Office (314) 427-0393  or  (800) 426-4058 

Fax (314) 427-4183 

 
 

The material contained herein expresses the opinions of 

the writer and not necessarily the opinions of the editor 

or the Gateway Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans of America. 

All material in the Gazette may be reprinted unless spe-

cifically prohibited. Readers are encouraged to submit 

their articles or rebuttals to: 
 

editor@gatewaypva.org or in the US mail at the ad-

dress shown to the left and send to the attention of the 

editor. 

 

We would like to extend  

our warmest welcome to 

the new NSOC at the 

Regional Office.  His 

name is Thomas Herrington.  ñTomò just 

joined us in September and we look for-

ward to working with him in the future. 

Tax Exemptions for Retirement Benefits 
 

House Bill 82 creates an income tax exemption for 

several retirement benefits.  First, it creates an exemp-

tion for military retirement income.  Other states in the 

Midwest have tax deductions for military pensions, 

which makes them a more attractive destination for 

military personnel retirement.  Beginning next year, 

Missouri will exempt 15 percent of a retireeôs military 

pension from state income tax.  The exemption will 

increase by 15 percent each year over the next six 

years until the entire military pension is exempted. 
 

In addition to the tax deduction for military pensions 

House Bill 82 removes the age requirement for the 

income tax exemption for publicly funded retirement 

benefits and changes the limits for publicly funded 

retirement benefits when a person receives both the 

retirement benefits and Social Security. 

Join Us! 
 

The Veteranôs Day Parade is around the corner.  It will 

be held Saturday, November 7th, 2009 in downtown 

St. Louis.  The parade starts at noon near 14th Street 

and Olive Street.  This would be a great opportunity to 

show your support and gain participation points.  Con-

tact the office for details.  
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Gateway Purchases Office Building in Creve Coeur 
Our Chapter has a signed contract to purchase a 10,000 ft², single story, office building in mid-

county St. Louis.  As part of the contract, the existing tenant who occupies 5000 ft², has committed 

to a three-year lease of his space.  Gateway plans are to occupy 4000 ft² and seek a tenant for the 

remaining 1000 ft².  The area we plan to renovate and occupy is almost ideal, in that it was a medi-

cal clinic for a St. Louis area hospital.  We have been looking and saving for a suitable building for 

several years.  In today's depressed commercial real estate market, we feel it was a great time to buy.   

The address is 1311 Lindbergh Plaza Center Drive; the new property will be easier to access by local highways. 
 

Membership  Involvement 
As we plan to remodel a conference area in the new building, there's been a great discussion on improving our teleconferenc-

ing and videoconferencing capability.  With that in mind, it is our hope to increase involvement from our membership living 

outside the St. Louis area.  Ideally, elected board members from other parts of the state could participate by teleconference or 

videoconference for some of the monthly Board of Directors meetings.  If you have other ideas on increasing your involve-

ment by the redesign of our new office, please contact us.  Of course, if you have other ideas on increasing membership in-

volvement in general, we welcome those suggestions.  As I read other PVA Chapter Presidentsô columns, I see the same pleas 

for members to get involved.  As a quadriplegic, I am well aware that the requirements of our daily living and assistance can 

be all-consuming.  If we can do anything in that regard to maximize your involvement, let us know. 
 

Successful 14th Annual Gateway PVA/Jack Buck Golf Tournament 
On September 22, we held our annual major fundraiser in the form of a charity golf tournament.  We pay no middlemen or 

fundraisers, and there are no salaries in producing this event.  We have several non-PVA members whose involvement as vol-

unteers in staging the event,  and most importantly, securing donations and golf teams, who make this tournament a success.  

Our board members all appeared at the event, as well as Gateway members Jim Jordan, Bill Skiles, and LaRoy Smith. We all 

lined up in our wheelchairs to cheer the golfers as they began the course.  There are pictures from this tournament  below.  My 

special thanks again this year goes to Bob Rives and Kathy Hamby of Professional Equities, along with Fred Waelter, Jerry 

Hollingsworth, and Charlie & Shirley Carlson, plus many more.  Our fundraising efforts grew exponentially from their in-

volvement and network of bighearted friends! 


