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Members of the St. Louis JB VAMC/PVA National Veterans Wheelchair Games Team taken at Anchorage Alaska in July.

NVWG Report
By Amy Will

Sixteen athletes traveled to Anchorage, Alaska in earl
July taking part in the largest wheelchair sporting event ir
the country, the 26National Veterans Wheelchair Games.

Team St. Louis was well represented with experience brifg
ing seasoned veteran athletes such as Denis Canoy, Rohe

Kiger, and Charlie Winterrowd. Novice athletes this year
were Aubrey Youngs and Rich Weigand. Aubrey won go
medals in both Table Tennis and Slalom. Rich brought
home the gold in the Power Chair 220 and Slalom and a
ver medal in bowling. Rose Ganz and Dennis Durrwachte
showed their drive and determination in the Handcycling
event. Dennis ranked highly while competing with some
the fastest handyclists in the country. Rose crashed her

cycle on the final lap of the race which resulted in a brokgn

arm. Rose pulled herself back on to her handcycle thus f

Jamey Bollinger all excelled in their Bowling and Track events.
All of the athletes competed in a variety of events capturing the

true spirit of the Games!

The people of Alaska greeted us with open arms. One of the
weeks highlights included rolling down the streets of Anchorage

taking part

dKi dés Day.
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sands of spectators gave a standing ovation while the inspiring
sight of 500 wheelchairs led the parade. Other great activities
included Opening and Closing Ceremonies, a Block Party and

Several members of Team St. Louis took this opportunity to
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L. explore Alaska. Tours of Denali National Park, Kenai River,
Kenai Fjords, and Glacier Cruises were all part of this exciting

week. An occasional spotting of a moose on the side of road
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was not unusual although you had to go out in the wilderness to

spot a grizzly bear. The sightseeing opportunities were amazing,

making the long travel times worthwhile. Overall the Games
n Were a great success creating memories that we will cherish.

ishing the race and winning the GOLD! Ruth Kult, Bud

Boyle and Joe Roberts shined during their swimming eve
all receiving medals in very competitive heats. Bob Husk
and Bobby Jackson were fierce competitors in Power Sod
Floyd Porter swung a big bat during the Softball games h
ing his team win the Gold and more importantly bragging
rights. Doug Barnes gave his all in Slalom bringing home
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a Remembering Bill Vickers
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Silver medal. Lonnie Crider, Robert Kiger, Denis Canoy Tnd And
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Rodney Harris

Matt Wilcox
Ruth Kult
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Veterans with Spinal Cord Injury or Disease . . . . Living Life to the Fullest



