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28th National Veterans Wheelchair Games 
By Matt Luitjohan  

 

This National Veterans Wheelchair games were held July 
24-30

th
 in Omaha, Nebraska.  The St. Louis Gateway PVA 

team had another impressive showing this year, both on 
and off the court, probably because of our new team jersey!  
Eighteen veterans participated this year, and another 3 out-
patients from the Nebraska Spoke came and cheered their 
support for the team and the games.  The four coaches 
were joined by a duck that Denny Canoy had given to Amy 
in remembrance of the Alaska games. The duck attended 
every event and we felt that even though Denny couldnôt be 
there in person, he was still cheering everyone on through-
out the week.  That little rubber duck really provided inspi-
ration and inspired everyone on the team to push just a 

little harder, if not for themselves, then for Denny.  Of the 

18 athletes, 7 were first-timers; of the four coaches, Jean 
Ferguson, RT from the Polytrauma unit, was a first-timer.  
Every one of our 18 athletes received at least one medal 
and I would be willing to say most, if not all, received at 
least 2!  WOW!  Dennis Durrwachter has stated on a few 
occasions that he started just a little too late to be competi-
tive with some of the younger guys in hand cycling.  Well, 
this past year he trained very hard and what does he have 
to show for it?  A GOLD medal, thatôs what!  In fact, Dennis 

posted the fourth fastest time overall in the entire field of 
women and men from the age of 18 and up.  It was a great 
accomplishment and we should all be so proud of him for 
the dedication he has shown to his training, showing every-
one the benefits of hard work and practice.  Way to show 
those whippersnappers, Dennis!  After a few years' hiatus, 
Bob Larkin came back with a vengeance, winning the gold 
medal in Quad Rugby and serving as the social butterfly of 
the team.  I mean, I really think he talked to every one of 
the 563 athletes, all of their family members, and each of 
the volunteers.  There are many stories of inspiration that 
came from each and every one of the other team members, 
but I apologize there is just not enough room to list them all 
in this article.  There are lots of pictures and lots of hard-
ware in the form of Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals that 
came back to St. Louis.  Pictured above clockwise from the 
left are:  Bob Larkin, LaRoy Smith, and Rose Ganz.  We 
would love to have you all with us in Spokane, WA, next 
year so start practicing again and keep raising those funds. 


