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Team St. Louis -

An Example of Perseverance
By Matt Luitjohan

We had another successful year at the National Veterans Wheelchair Games in beautiful Spokane, \

VA.

Twelve athletes attended with us this year and although there were no novices we had several competing ir

events for the first time! We brought back a few broken wheelchairs alond@ @itthd, 4 Silver,and5
Bronze medals Doug Barnes did great in the Slalom event, winning a Bronze medal. He was inspiré
to watch as he persevered over challenging obstadles. Great Britain Team was so impressed that
they honored him with the Endeavor Award at Closing CeremoniesWay to go, Doug! Ed Caldwell
had some issues with his power chair and was in a manual chair for the majority of his events, howe
persevered. He attempted Air Guns not only for the first time, but without his orthotic seat back. Ch{
Dean entered the 100 Meter Race and competed against athletes who utilized racing chairs. He w4
terred; he pushed his chair as hard as he could, winning the Silver dedalis Durrwachter did great in
all of his events while still finding time to train for his Handcycling event daily. At the end of the Hang
cling event Dennis was given a new nickname; so if you see him just call him "7." I'll leave it to all of
find out why! Terri Fuda came back our most decorated athlete with five medals. Over the last year
been training very hard for Swimming: her hard work paidgfivinning the Gold! Bob Kiger had a grea
deal of problems with his power chair, throughout every leg of our trip something else broke. It didn'
him from breaking a world record thougheéwhi |l 4
tape during the Slalom, he knocked down 29 cones. However, Bob smoked his competitors in the P
Chair 220 adding another Gold medal to his collection. (Continued on Page 9)
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Pictures from the 29th NVWG Games, includ
Team St. Louis (bottom left) and Dennis Durry
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chter and Coach Jean Ferguson (below).
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